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6 new IITs in the offing

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MAY 25

Six new IITs will come up
at Tirupati, Palakkad,
Dharwar, Bhilai, Goa and
Jammu while ISM
Dhanbad will also be
upgraded to an IIT. The
Union Cabinet on
Wednesday gave post-facto
approval to the decision.
There are currently 16 IITs.
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The Cabinet meeting,
chaired by PM Narendra
Modi, also approved the
introduction of the Natio-
nal Institutes of Techno-
logy, Science Education
and Research Amendment
Bill, 2016, for inclusion of
NIT Andhra Pradesh in its
first schedule, sources said.

The government gave ex
post facto approval to
amend the Institutes of
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Technology Act, 1961, for
incorporation of the new
IITs in AP, Kerala,
Karnataka, Chhattisgarh,
Goa and J&K and conver-
sion of the Indian School of
Mines to an IIT. “The
approval will bring six new
Indian Institutes of
Technology and declare
them as institutions of
national importance,” an
official statement said.
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TAKING A TOUGH STAND Institutes plan to hit back after ecomm firm
defers joining date for last batch of campus recruits by 6 months

II'Ts may Ship Flipkart
ut of Day One Slot

Sreeradha.Basu
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Indian Institutes of
Technology (IIT) are likely to
strip Flipkartof its Day One sta-
tus in their campus placement
programs. Thisisafalloutof the
ecommerce giant’s recent deci-
sion to defer the joining date for
its most recent batch of campus
recruits from June this year to
December.

According to multiple sources
across 1ITs, Flipkart is almost
certain to be bumped down from
the prestigious Day One slot at
the top institutes. The All-IITs
Placement Committee (AIPC),
comprising placement cell he-
ads across all IITs, will be mee-
tingin thenextfewdaystotakea
standon the Flipkartissue.
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All-IITs Placement
Committee (AIPC) to
meet soon to take
decision on
removing Flipkart
from this slot

Day One slot
across lITs is
normally re-
served for the

most reputed IITs say some

smaller startups
have also been
deferring or even
withdrawing
offers of late
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Flipkart though

may not get
blacklisted unlike
Zomato last year

Institutes say
they may have
to rethink
strategy about
entire startup/
ecommerce
space
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“Flipkart’sDay Oneslotat[ITs will be
affected for sure,” said an AIPC mem-
ber. “Ournext ATPC meetingwassche-
duled for October, but we are planning
to have a video conference in the next
few days to decide on how to sort out
theproblem.”

The Day One slot across II'Ts is nor-
mally reserved for the most reputed
companies, including technology gi-
ants such as Google and Microsoft. Gi-
ven the intense competition to get top-
flight talent, companies vie for this
slot to be able to hire the cream of the
graduating students first. Flipkart
has so far enjoyed a Day One slot
across almost all IITs, barring a cou-
pleof campusessuch asIIT-Bombay.

“It is a delicate situation. Many of
our alumni are still at Flipkart and it
would beunwise to have a kneejerk re-

action,” said a placement head who
declined to be named.

Flipkart though is unlikely to get
blacklisted unlike Zomato. Last year,
Zomato was insistent that it be inclu-
ded in the Day One slot at IIT-Delhi. Tt
was turned down and its CEO Deepin-
der Goyal expressed his displeasure
in an outburst on Twitter. IITs subse-
quently blacklisted Zomato and did
notallow it to hire on campus.

The pressure on Flipkart is intensi-
fying, with IIT-Bombay — where seven
students have been hired by Flipkart -
also planning to send out an email to
the company, asking them to reduce
the deferment period or else increase
the compensation amount which is
currentlyatzl.5lakh.

They have also asked the company to
providesurety that it planstoonboard
all studentsonce Flipkart’srestructu-
ringisdonewith.

When ET spoke to the institute in the
evening,itsaiditwasplanningtosend
the letter to the company’s campus te-
am later that night.

ET had on Wednesday reported abo-
ut a similar email sent out by IIM-Ah-
medabad. Flipkart had responded sa-
yingwhileit would be taking on all the
studentsit hashired, it wouldn't beab-
le to increase the 1.5 lakh compensa-
tion for the six-month delay.

“Wehad been kept in thedark till just
a few days ago. Now it means forced
unemployment for six months for stu-
dents who've been hired by Flipkart,”
said apeeved IIT-Bombay student.

I1Ts say that some smaller startups
have also been deferring or even with-
drawing offers of late. But this latest
development from a recruiter of Flip-
kart’s standing has been the biggest
shock yet.

“We are looking to rethink our stra-

tegy about this entire space as a who-
le,” said the placement chairperson of
an older IIT. “We are seeing more in-
terest in big MNCs and more stable
companies.”

Meanwhile, some B-schools — Flip-
kart has deferred offers made here too
—say they will helpstudentsfindalter-
native employment should they not
want towait till December tojoin Flip-
kart. “Flipkart’s reputation has defi-
nitely taken a bighit,” said an IIM pla-
cement head.

“The decision to defer joining for 6
months has been taken after due eva-
luation of all possibilities and kee-
pinginmind the timelinestocomplete
the organisational restructuring at
Flipkart. We are committed and abso-
lutely confident of havingall our trai-
neeson boardinDecember2016,” Flip-
kart said inaclarification it posted on
itswebsite on Wednesday.
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